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GSC Group publishes first sustainability report

|taly
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The Italian leather chemical supplier has presented its first
sustainability report, which is the culmination of results obtained
&8 from 2019-20 following the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

8 Development model.
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GSC Group said: “2019 saw the highest turnover in the Group's history, while 2020 was marked by
the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, which did not. however, halt its race towards sustainable
growth.

“That year saw a continuation of the trend of investment in new technologies and eco-sustainable
projects, with new staff being recruited exclusively to carry out these activities.”
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Sustainability efforts

In 2020, G5C reports that it became the first Italian tannery auxiliary company to join Carbon
Footprint Italy, the Italian program dedicated to the communication of projects using life cycle
analysis (LCA) by registering its Carbon Footprint of Organisation (CFO).

This study comprehensively accounts for all direct and indirect greenhouse gas emissions related
to the group's activities, it says, taking into account both the product manufacturing process and

the supply chain, extraction of raw materials, waste management and consumption in the use and
end-of-life phases of items.

In the area of energy consumption, GSC reports that it currently has about 5,000 sq m of solar
panels, which product about 15% of its total electricity usage. The company plans to increase this
percentage in the years to come and depend less on fossil fuels.

For water usage, the group reports that currently uses a closed-loop system, which ensures the
recircuiation of water for several operations, some of it recycled into products. From the start of
intensive monitoring in 2017 until 2021, the company has reduced its total water withdrawal by
approximately 10,000m?,

Tanning technology

The report also details the company’s involvement iy LifeGOAST, a European project to investigate
novel leather tanning technologies, which presented its results last year after five years of work.

GSC also used the report as an opportunity to highlight its metal-free leathers, which the company
says is the result of much research to achieve the utmost environmental standards, as required by
companies in the fashion industry.

For more details click on this link GSC Group Sustainability Report 2019-2020.
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