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“F or leather, for you” is an 

expression encapsulating  

GSC Group's core business: 

chemical products for leather, attention  

to the customer and respect for the 

environment. After more than forty years of 

growth and investment, GSC has established 

itself on a national and international scale as 

a leading company in the field of producing 

chemical products for the treatment of 

leather. Located on a total area of more  

than 30,000m2, of which about 5,000m2 is 

covered by a photovoltaic system, GSC has 

an annual production of over 35,000 tonnes, 

more than 200 employees and a network  

of agents and distributors in 52 countries.

The company builds its philosophy on the 

continuous evolution of its eco-sustainable 

products. GSC concentrates all forces  

and creativity on developing value-added 

solutions that strive for true sustainability. 

The sustainability report takes shape 

from the three ESG factors (environmental,  

social and governance), which have become 

essential in the European context of 

sustainable growth. It records activities  

in this respect from 2019 until the end of 

2020 – two years that are fundamental to 

understanding GSC’s “green” identity.

2019 saw the highest turnover in the 

Group’s history, and while 2020 was marked  

by the outbreak of Covid-19, it did not halt 

the Group’s race towards sustainable 

growth. That year saw a continuation of 

investment in new technologies and eco-

sustainable projects, as well as new staff. 

Environmental responsibility
In 2020, GSC became the first Italian 

tannery auxiliary company to join Carbon 

Footprint Italy, the Italian programme 

dedicated to the communication of projects 

using the Life Cycle Analysis (LCA) 

approach, by registering its Carbon 

Footprint of Organisation (CFO). This 

study comprehensively accounts for all 

direct and indirect greenhouse gas 

emissions related to the Group’s activities, 

taking into account both the manufacturing 

and the supply chain, extraction of  

raw materials, waste management and 

consumption in the use and end-of-life 

phases of items. This enables the company 

to set achievable medium-short term 

targets, and to reaffirm its commitment  

to the EU while also managing to position 

itself as a major player in the production  

of tanning chemicals.

The term refers to the integration of 

environmental, social and ethical factors 

into the supplier selection process 

and the responsible use of the sources  

used by the company. The sustainable  

approach highlighted in the report toward 

responsible energy consumption at GSC  

is manifested in investments in renewable 

energy sources. For years the company has 

chosen solar energy as an alternative form 

of energy. Currently GSC has about 

5,000m2 of solar panels that cover 15%  

of the total electricity consumed. The 

perspective for the future is to increase 

this percentage and depend less on fossil 

fuels. Another major investment is the 

installation of LED lights at all production 

sites – saving around 50% electricity.

Aware of the enormous problem of water 

consumption and all its repercussions, such 

as drought, contamination and depletion  

of aquifers, GSC is actively engaged in 

reducing its use of this precious commodity. 

The company's closed-loop system ensures 

the recirculation of water for several 

operations and some of it is recycled into 

products. From the start of intensive 

monitoring in 2017, the company has 

reduced its total water withdrawal by 

approximately 10,000m3.

LIFE GOAST Technology
The report also includes projects 

concerning the sustainability of chemical 

product categories and their application 

processes. The LIFE GOAST project 

promotes research and innovation on 

environmental and sustainability issues. 

GOAST stands for Green Organic Agents 

for Sustainable Tanneries. The project 

demonstrates the benefits of new metal-

free tanning technology on an industrial 

scale – presenting a more sustainable 

alternative to the chrome tanning process. 

GOAST technology is based on the use of  

a combination of different polymer-based 

compounds used according to a specific 

application protocol.

This report presents the full range for  

metal-free leathers. ●

Developing a 
sustainable agenda 
After a challenging period, GSC Group is proud to present its first sustainability report, which is 
an important document collecting the efforts and results obtained in the biennium 2019–2020, 
following the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development model. All of which was made 
possible by the Greenhouse Gases Certification.

Adriano Serafini (pictured), CEO of GSC Group, is prioritising sustainability moving forward.

www.gscgroup.it


